ENG4U1 - EBERT

PERSONAL ESSAY RESPONSE

As a class this semester, we are going to focus much of our thinking around one critical question:

HOW MUCH OF AN ACTIVE ROLE DOES FREE WILL PLAY IN OUR LIVES? Are there limits to this free will? Should there be? What barriers exist to each of us living completely with free will? What consequences? What responsibilities? …The sub questions are endless.

You have heard me say, “we are our choices”. This implies a certain amount of free will. Is this true?

Philosophers, scientists, men and women of faith, you and I have been asking these questions for centuries, and I am certain that there are as many answers as there are people willing to ask the questions. Clearly there is no right answer here but it is a great place to begin our semester together and so…

With this in mind, your 1st writing assignment is to attempt to answer the question: 

How much of an active role does free will play in our lives?

Below you will find four quotations. These are meant as food for thought. Use them or don’t at your free will 

Your response is to be 500-600 words in length and submitted through D2L. Your essay will be marked according to the Personal Essay rubric handed out in class. This is your first chance to show me your stuff. It will make a first impression on a number of levels.

DEADLINE: _________________________________________________

“I wear the chain I forged in life....I made it link by link, and yard by yard; I girded it on of my own free will, and of my own free will I wore it.” 
― Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol
“People demand freedom of speech as a compensation for the freedom of thought which they seldom use.” 
― Søren Kierkegaard
“You say: I am not free. But I have raised and lowered my arm. Everyone understands that this illogical answer is an irrefutable proof of freedom.” 
― Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace
“[Research] suggests that what we think of as free will is largely an illusion: much of the time, we are simply operating on automatic pilot, and the way we think and act – and how well we think and act on the spur of the moment – are a lot more susceptible to outside influences than we realize.” 
― Malcolm Gladwell, Blink: The Power of Thinking without Thinking
